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The Jerusalem Beacon of Ancient Maccabeans
The Beacon of Jerusalem was founded on the 11th day of January 5667. 1838 after our exile.

On the Eighth Year of the Basle Congress Mr M Kaspi the son of brother Abraham Silberman, having resided at Manchester, England for many years returned to Jerusalem fully authorized to establish a branch of the Ancient Maccabeans of England, for all Zionistic wor.

The play was raised

“For our nation and the Cities of our Land!”

Until about a year and a half ago this Beacon could do very little as regards the general work, owing to the backward condition of old Turkey at every turn the Maccabeans were confronted with hardships.

With great difficulties could Shekolim be sold. Money for the National fund and the Herzel forest be collected.

We were for the that reason, also unable to increase the membership. The society was obliged to dismiss such members, which proved to be of little use to our national cause.

But even then we sent at the request of the grand Beacon of England, an interesting report for general Zionistic work which was read at the general gathering of the Maccabeans.

Suddenly there was Light!

The proclamation of a constitution in Turkey revived our hope and we could come out openly for practical work.

New members full of zeal, and energy, to struggle for the Nation, Land and Language have enlisted into our rank, and at present our membership numbers forty active workers for the accomplishment of our great and holy cause.

The following is a brief statement of what we have done during the past year:

1. Have taken an active and effectual duty in the sale of shekolim.

2. Collected the money for the national fund.

3. Organised with the general Zionists in our city and sent Mr Eisenstad as a delegate to the Ninth Congress.

4. In co-operation with societies, we have established a committee to work for a general election by votes, a leading Jewish body, for the management of the community.

5. Founded Saturday afternoon lectures at the national Library, and till last Saturday the following have lectured:

Messrs: David Yellin, Joseph Mejuchas, Dr Masie, Dr Rabin, Moses Lunz, Samuel Raffael, David Schroub, J.L. Soutta, and Rabbi J.M. Pines. 

There is a great increase in audience especially of the young generation of  Sephardim and the Jeschibeth.

6. Published in book form Dr Masies lecture on Manegities very instructive as a guard against the illness predominating in our city. This book we have dedicated to the honour of our Brother Maccabeans in England.

7. Synagogue preaching, for unity and nationalism by Brother Lederer and Mr Eisenstad were given at the Grusinian Synagogue.

8. Taking part in every national or general movement as establishing night schools for propogation the Hebrew language as a living and speakable tongue, especially among our Sephardim and Grusinian brothers.

9. At the recent Municipal elections we have succeeded by one of our brothers Mr Saporto to place these Israelites as members of the Municipal committee.

True we have done all we possibly could, but we can not boast of having done enough.

We are prepared yet more work, our future undertakings are as follows.

1. To establish a Colony near Jerusalem named “Modaim” in memory of the Maccabeans, on Co-operative principals as an example for its order, and cleanliness.

2. To build up a park in Jerusalem which is very much needed in honour of the memory of the well known Hebrew author P. Smolinsky.

3. The propagation of athletics exercises for different classes.

4. Unity and peace of all Jerusalem Communities 

5. A large sale of Schekolim.

We are ready to work with all our might to reach our goal:

“The Children shall come again to their border!”

Amen

Jerusaelm. 17/3. 1910.

S Raffal. Commander

