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CPENING CF TEE BRADFORED JoWisid
SYNAGOUGUE.

To-day will witness the performance of an interest-
g oventin the history of the Hebrew Race in Brad-
ford, wiich whilst it will be especially momentous to
the Jewish community, will also not be altogether
uninteresting to the general public. The consecration
of the Xynagogue, which during the past twelve
menths has been in  course of erection in Bowland
~treet, will take place according to the ritual of the
Aucteut People, and for the first time in the local
history of the sect the Jews will be able to worshin
in o tabernacle of their own according to the traditions
of the Hebrew religion, The existence of Jews among
the popualation of Bradford reaches rather more than

half a century back, when Bradford was not much
larger than a respectable sized marke$ town: The

‘lato Mr J, A, Unna was the patriarch of the race, and

Lis arrival in the town some sixty years ago wes
tollowed by tho appearance of others until the number
had mereagsed to a considerable extent., The Germuan
cruigrants who found their way to Bradford incluided
nany who belonged to the Hebrew faith. The couse
of Judwism was not then financially strong, althoush
the numbers who professed 1t as their 1eligious fuith
continually increased, A bond of sympathy always,
however, existed, although they were not abie to
make any outward dcmonstratxon of their exist-
enco and strength. Somwe of the leaders usually
met  together for the solemnisation of the
high festivals, and  occasionally for other devo-
tional purposes, but the fact that there was no Rabbi
nor tabernacle rendered the services of a ver®psimyle
character, Things went on in this way for many
yeurs, but the steady increase in the German popnla-
tion xmtura!ly led to an augmentation in the numbers
of the Jewish body to such an extent that some
cleven years ago the Chiet Kabbi of the orthodox
congregations of England, the Rev. Dr, Adler, visited
U'radford for the purpose of inducing the formation
ol a Jewish religious organisation. Nothing, however,
resulted from the conierence held, but three years
Iater, on the 1st of April, 1873, it was decided to form
what Las since been known as ** The Jewish Associa-
tion of Bradford.” The first work of the committee
of this association was to buy a portion of the Schole-
moor {emetery which might be set apart for the
burial of Jews, and this was accomplished for the sum
of 400, The success attending this, their first effort,
way sullicient to induce the committee to secure the
services of a regular Rabbi, who should conduct the
services in the Masonic Hall, Salem Street, which
Lad been secured for the use of that body. The
ministrations of the Rev Dr Straussjwere sucured, and
Le entered on his labours the N ovember tollowing the
formation of the association. Th ate MrCharles Semon
and t}m late Mr Charles ("al nn wera two of the
iberai contribubers o the .unds of the Associa-
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and the late Mr Charles Calmann were two of the
most liberal contributors to the funds of the Associa-
tion, and without their help and that of other warm
friends who generally followed their example, the
work would have been very seriously hampered
indeed, Regular services have since been held therejon
Sabbath days and the festivals, and the children have
been instructed with the principles and history of
their religion, andin Hebrew, the language of their
prayers, The building was soon found not to be
suitable for public worship, and this cause perhaps
was one of the reasons that some three years ago
induced the Association to discuss the feasibility of
erceting a Synagogue. Subscriptions were solicited,
and when the sum of £1,400 had been
raised  Mr  Bernard Cohen, of the firm of
Messrs Charles Semon and Co,, came forward
and offered a site in Bowland Street, which cost £700,
The otfer was accepted, and the plans were prepared
by Dlessrs lealey, architects, of this town. The
preliminary work of turning the first sod was per-
formed on the Hth of January of last year, and on the
tbth of April following the interesting ceremony of
laying the foundation stone took place, that act being
performed by tho late Mr Unna, The work of erec-
tion has gone on continuously till now, when the
Synagogue is completed and ready for use, The
erection of such a building in Bradfordis a some-
what remarkable event in the history of the town,and
& description of the edifice may be found interesting.

The Synagogue is situate on the south side of Bow-
land Street, and is a very suitable site for the erection
of such a superstructure, It consists of one large
room 44 feet by 30 feet, and 27 feet in height, entered
on the west from a broad lobby containing double doors
to exclude the draught and the noise of tratfic ; and also
giving access to the back portion of the premises, At
the east end is a semi-circular recess or alcove, 12
feet in width, arched and vaulted, in which stands
the Holy Ark, containing the scrolls of the law,
The Ark is spanned by an arch of horse-shoe outline,
with elaborate arabesques in piaster in the spandrels,
and bound by a double border., The Ark is of Caen
stone, roctangular in plan; it rests on a richly-
panelled dado, and the door is surmounted by a
cusped Moorish arch springing from pilasters of red
Devonshire marble, The tympanum of the arch is
filled with pierced interlaced work, and the spandrels
are enriched with arabesques; on the upper
frieze are incised the words, in Hebrew—*‘Hear, O
Israol, tho Eternal is our God, the Eternal is One,”
The whole is surmounted by a carved cornice and
dome, to the front of which two tablets of white
marble are fixed, on which are incised, in Hebrew, the
Ten Commandments.

Suspended from the ceiling, and on silver chains, is
a massive perpetual lamp of elegant design, with a
suitable inscription taken from Exodus xxviL, 20, It
iz the gift of Mr Emil Bielefele, one of the wardens.

The floor of this alcove is raised by several steps above
the levol of the main floor, and on a platform extend-
ing along the sides and in front stands the pulpit and
desk, A small vestry is obtaived on the north side
of the recess with an outer doorway to Bowland
Street, and on the south side is placed a _staircase
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feot 1n width, arched and vaulted, in which stands
the loly Ark, containing the scrolls of the law,
The Ark is spanned by an arch of horse-shoe outline,
with elnborate arabesques in piaster in the spandrels,
and bound by a dou&e border. The Ark is of Caen
stoune, rectangular in plan; it rests on a richly-
panelled  dado, and the door is surmounted by a
cusped Moorish arch springing from pilasters of red
Deovonshire marble, The tympanum of the arch is
filled with pierced interlaced work, and the spandrels
are enriched with arabesques; on the- upper
friere are incised the words, in Hsebrew—*‘‘Hear, O

lsraol, tho Eternal is our God, the Eternal is One,” !

The whole is surmounted by & carved cornice and
dome, to tho front of which two tablets of white
marble are tixed, on which are incised, in Hebrew, the
Ten Commandments,

Susponded from the ceiling, and on silver chains, is
a massive perpetual lamp of elegant design, with a
suitable inscription taken from Exodus xxvik, 20, It
is the gift of Mr Emil Bielefele, one of the wardens.

‘T'he tloor of this alcove is raised by several steps above
the level of the main floor, and on a platform extend-
ing along the sides and in front stands the pulpit and
desk., A small vestry is obtained on the north side
of the recess with an outer doorway to Bowland
Street, and on the south side is placed a staircase
giving access to two committee-rooms, each 22 feet by
17 {eet, that are placed at the south-east angle of the
site, The style of architecture adopted is oriental in
1ts character,and to obtain contrast of colour, bands of
red stone are used in conjunction with the local ashlar,
The Synagogue has four two-light windows on the
porth front and three on the south, the lights being di-
vided by slender columns carryiug tracery of appropri-
ato character, enclosed by ogee-headed arches, The
principal doorway in the Bowland Street front is the
feature that has received the greatest amount of
elaboration, It contains a cusped and pointed arch,

carricd by four slender shafts of red stone, with

carvea capitals, and well moulded bases. The
spandrils are filled with carved arabesques, and above
the coruice iscarried a light stone balustrade. A cor-
nice, finished with a deep parapet pierced and scalloped,
1s earried along the front, the centre portion being
raised to admit a large panel which contains the
following MHebrew inscription :—* How dreadful is
this place ! This i3 none other but the House of God,
and thils is the Gate of Heaven,” Above is a circular
medallion enclosing the device known as the ** Shield
of David,” an ornament also used in the vestry
doorway and elsewhere. Internally the Synagogue is
finished in plaster, with an arched and panelled ceiling
arranged with a view to subsequent decoration. The
fittings throughout are of a substantial character, and
are tho gift of Mr J, Moser. The windows are filled
with ornamental glazing, skytinted.

‘1 he following have been the contractors for the
sxescution of the various works : Messrs Thos. Obank
and Sons, kdle, masons ; Wm. Newall, joiner ; Messrs
Walton and Brear, plumbers ; Messts T. Cordingley
and Sons, plasterers ; Messrs Hill and Nelsons,
siaters, and Mr EdwardyHsrland, painter. Messrs
liealey wore tho architects, and Mr W, Ashton, of
Bradiory, carced the Ark,
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