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JOWS IN BRI&D’FORQ

tne firs® Jews tn Bngland probably came over with
.11iam the Congueror 1in 1066, Certainly we have records of
in England 1n the time of hig successor, William Rufus.
hey settled 1n ganz oL 1_3he o JOor centres of population such
ondon, Oxtord, Cambridge and Stamford. There is, however,
50 record of any cewish community in Bradford during this
oriod when indeed 1t was a small market centre. The nearest
gommunit.')f_at that period appears to have been in York.
puring this period, laStlI}g till the year 1290, there were
frequent outbreaks of anti-Jewish riots, caused in the most
part bY the fact that the Jewish community acted as bankers
and generally provided trading facilities for a society which
sas otherwlise feudal. The easiest way to erase debts was to
ki1l the person to whom you owed money. In York this cu inated
in 1190 with all the Jews being herded into a castle where
nany committed suicide and those who survived were slaughtered
a5 soon as the castle gates were opened. On All Saints Day,

1290, the Jews in BEngland, some 16,000 souls were banished.

& During the period of the Commonwealth Oliver Croqmell

i uwished to increase the trading power of England, and in order
| 4o do so invited the Jews to return to Sngland. Cromwell did
& not act purely on trade considerations. le was a dgvoted
hristian and motivated by the idea that the millenium would
1v arrive when - in the words of the ancient prophecy =

~a scattered to the four corners of the world. 'rom

ommunity built up again in Bngland.
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soss of their Yorkshire colleagues as craftsmen and
: ihe markets Of

0
+woen the two ol them Bradford captures
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This was a time of great growth in the  +
goods. In her history of Bradford, liargarev Low WrlitesS;
ing to the period between 1860 and 1872:

wvhe amount of woollen and worsted £00ds sent

doubled in value in those years, and 1n 187 T
figure of £40,000,000. It was during this perio
fortunes were made in Bradford, and the prosperi |
downwards and led to rises 1n wages and more regular © s

4 doctor speaks of the improvement in health which has ta‘eher
: place among children since the period of good tra &
| wages has set in. He also says that many pare
their children to school instead of to the mill,

longer neecded their help.”
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The Jewigh merchants who came Irom CC
oppression and anti-semitism werc pleasant
in Bradford both economic anad political freedom. '
this freedom to take an active and oftcn leading part in the

civie life of the town. Coming, as maly of them did from

Germany, at that time a centre of culture, they werec amongs’t :
pradford

sponsors of the Bradford Festival Choral Soc

Subscription concerts. oir Jacob Behrens initiated the

foundation of the Bradford Chambor of Commerce. His interegt

in education was expressed by the help he gave in the founding
L of the Bradford Technical College and the fransformation of
ii{;;;V»_th&jBr&dfbrﬁ Grammar School into the fine institution it dis
“?iEEiQ};ﬁgﬁﬂﬁfgkﬁﬂfﬁﬁﬁfiﬂeﬁlﬂﬂﬂftGUQh_with the great Liberal statesmen
 Gobden and ¥.B. Forster and was often cons ulted by the Board
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ffice. IHe was knighted by Oueen
sat services he had rendered.

ler great men of tiiis period. Charles
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street, where the congregation, now known as 'The Bradford
gynagogue',; nas its home till the present day.

L
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I have mentioned at some l:ngth this wave of immigration
to Bradford for they provided the foundation on which later
groups built. Some of the families are still 1n ev'ldenc:e1
till today, for example, the family of Rev. Dr. Strauss changed
their name to Stroud, and his son, grandson and great grandson are

211 involved in the firm of Stroud Riley.
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In the year 1881, following the assination of Czar Alexander
II in Russia there was wide scale anti-Jewish riots or POSYONS
and in the following year the llay Laws Or 'Temporary Or@ers 3
Concerning the Jcws' attacked Jewish economlc life. This le
to a large scale migration from Russia to the promised land,
i.e. America. However, many could not a:ford the fare for the
full journey, or could not face the Atlantic crossing and sO ;
stopped off in England. A number of these came to Bradford. n
211l one million Jews left Bastern Zurope 1in the period between
: 1881 and 1905. i‘ost of these settled 1in London, around the‘
E' docks area in the 3a8t BEnd, in Manchester around Cheetham Hill,

; and in the Chapeltown district of Leeds. Those_w@o came tO
" Bradford were on the whole poor, with no possibility of support
workers or ran

from their hometowns. They werc mostly factory :
their own small businesses - tailoring precdominated as it
needed very little capital to establish oneself.
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" The third wave of immigration into Bradford came in the
period between 1930 and 1950, It was from Central BEurope = >
. Germany, Chechoslovakia, Hungary, Rumania, Austria, Turkey and :
 the many other states which came under Nazi influence. Home ¥
 were lucky enough to escape before the holocaust, others came 1

a haven of peace. A large number of thesc
octors, anaesthatists, dentists, |
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rather a whol& people. At the ce
of a whole people following the way of life ) i
awe they ale no

by God. whilst there have beecn many great J o
congidered TO count more in the eyes of God thal ally other JeW. or
* whilst it 1s impossible to think of Ghrisﬁiaﬂity without Jes?S,
Buddhism without Buddha, there is no persol whol holds such ﬁt
position in Judaism. Su.h men as Abrahanm and Moses WeI€ greab,
but it is possible to think of Judalsm without them.
d today s of

b S ol ,
here are about 14 million Jews in the worl o en community

whom about half a million live in England. whils
often derived from thq
and f£ind

has its own special characteristics,
country in which they live, a Jow will feel at homS, olse
much familiar were he to go to a Jewish community anywhere

in the world.

History
Aprgham and DROW he

In the Book of Genesis is the story of 2
b Lts et Tand wud home 40 JONINEE. L SRS I which =
God was to show him. Abraham made & complete break with the iado
worhipping tradition 1in which he had been brought UPe. Abrahall
os did his son Isaac and grandson Jacob.
Israel, SO

settled in Palestine,
Jacob, we are told in the Bible, changed his name to
nfhe cvhildren

the people who descended from him were known as ;
of Israel" or Israelites. The word 'Jew' came later, and 18
derived from Judah, one of Jacob's sons.

After a

In a ﬁiméuéf f&mine;Jac6bfs_family-went to Bgypt.
e made slaves by the Pharoh and forced
adopted

 few genorations they wer
- %o work buildin structur 1ike the pyramids. loses,
by Pharoh's daughter, ca to see how bad slavery was, and tO
ead the slaves out of Beypt-

.......
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| Today there are large Jewish communities 1D the United
stgtes of America, the Soviet Union and in the state 560
! Israel. The founding of the State of Israel, for nearly 2

{ years a dream which was kept alive through persecution an st
A wandering of Jews through the world, took place in 1948. :
| nard to assess at such a close distance what 1%S affect Wllt'me
; on the Jewish Community, at present one simply hopes for a Tl

of peace when it will be able to settle down and develop.
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Torah

s first

Th ! 1 1 { i the five
e word 'Torah' means 'teaching. 1T meaﬁmbers, Deuteronomy)

| books of lioses (Genesis, Bxodus, Leviticus, U , . APt
5 put it includes as well all Jewish teaching. Judalsn belléMan
; that one of the most precious gifts which God has given t%h g
} is his brain, so great respect is given TO +those wWnRo UsS€ g's
minds to think and to study. It is a never ending task, -
teaching - Torah, is infinite, there 1is much to learn and &a

fimited time in which to do 1T

S e

1e of the Book'. He
was referring especially to the Bible, for of all books_the
Bible is central to Judaism. When a Jew talks of th9131b1€
of course, include the 'New Testament’ which 8
the completion

But Jewish Literature does not stop at
s Jewish teachers,

lier teachings

he does not,

Christian.
of the Bible, for many centurles afterward

E

|

E 1ater called Rabbis, continued to discuss ear
F

|
} Mohammed called the Jews 'The Peop
i
|

ond a2dd many of their own. DlMany of these teachlngs and ideas

were gathered together over fifteen hundred years ago into
Jithin the Talmud there

| ~ a gigantic work known as the Talmud.

L. oL - pre digeussiong OL almost every topic imaginatle, such as law,
~° ethics, astronomy, folk-lore, wit and humour, detective stories,
;;;ﬁﬁﬂi;;§1j§i9$§ﬁﬁanﬁ_dﬁniiatry,‘mathematics and countless others.
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The services on the Sabbath have in apeci"t_on
hymns and psalms appropriate for the day. In 5dd1Tv1L O
e

morning service, there is a reading _Toraht
five books 1n +the Bible) and from one of the pyrophe Sé .
e Sabbath, on the Saturday evening:; ther

| the end of th
another short service in the home.
a, number

| As well as the Sabbath the year 1 ASS
of festivals. In the Spring comes the festival 0of YADW Sgyptian

hen Jews celebrate the dsliverance of thelir people
of fregdom-

slavery. ILhe festival is also called the feast
on the first night the atory of the exodus from*EgYPtbizadlin.

f
;
? gnd throughout the festival flat cakes of unleavened
?
f
n
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memory of the speed with which the Israelites'had

eaten.
eg the restival

Fifty days after the Passover coll ;
e whils

when we remember the revelation which
Israelites were wandering in the deserdt and in - :
an buklos s ;.

{ the festival of PABERNACLES when every Jew who C
nut or tabernacle to remind themselves of the 40 years boi :
- th fruit

le is covered with branches ~nd deco
~ reminder O

~nd flowers. Ihe festival of vWeeks 1s A

revelation to lMan, that God is present 1n the yworld, -

festival of Thbernzicles of how impermen nt ~re our livese.
ere, in ancient vimes, connected with

All tThree fegtivals W
the hairvest and the agricultural year.
Qctober. The

The Jewish NEW YEAR beging 1in September Or

s are numbered from the ‘'creation of the World', 1974

i 24 in the Jewish calender, though most JewS

the ' ic view that the world is 1N

‘more serious than the %ﬁher
) {26

Jew takes stock of his 11
Ten days

The t~bernac
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. s - oa1 of Chapnukab
Tn the middle of Winter comes the festiVv 5 000 years 280

y

The name refers to 2 time ovexr
e Jews O

d to force th ~tried

or dedication.
n they reg<

shen 2 certaln King antiochus wante
up their religion. The Jews fought back and whe e
control of the Temple wanted to light tne candelabra i lis
They found only enough oil for one day, but thne leg?nd ek_for
1s that it lasted for eight days which is the time'lt t00 e cd
new oil to be obtained. Consecuently on this festival e very
nced in the eight branched candle stick which lse”iéoie

are pla : + . then on
one being 1it on the first ni h :
£ < i 3 g ,are 1 5% It is

Jewish home,
wh onieht $ill the L: ' a ight
eaC £ e last night when all eigh , children.

~ very happy time, and presents are often given

The Lifetime of 2 Jew
yers

A child is considered to be A blessing
A boy is circ

are recited after the baby is born.
ssually eight days after he is born, following the
which has been carried on since the days of Abraham. AL th@ +
age of 13 a child 1s considered adult enough to be responsibie
for his own actions, and the occasion is marked by his taking

oyt in the sabbath service. He 1s the Bary (son)'ﬁitzvﬂh

(of the command). Girks become Bat (daughter) Mitzvah at Y2,

ond in some communities this too is marked by 2 special ceyemony-
It is regarded as 2 specially important milestone in the }1fe

of the child, and there is usually a party and he or she 1S

given presents.

A Jewish wedding takes place under a Caunopy which represents

their future home. A blessing is gaid over a CuUp of wine 1in
the institution of marriage,
and groom drink from the cup. ihe
e=g aces a ring on the forefinger of the bride's
‘hand and says, "Behold you are consecrated unto me with
; according to the laws of lioses and Israel.? At
EMOo! :"?-;;-;;; : ﬁﬁ%lﬂ@ room stamps on a & lass and
sasons have been put forward for this
f‘“ ~-he oC le | Qf now | fra gil@
needed to ensure that
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es give us @ good

the list prepared by Maimonides do _
13 princlples.

wholée, ;
jdea of what Jews believe. Here are the

The first principle is that God exists-
in God there can be no Judaism.

without a beliel

The second principle is that th ig only one God and
P a ere 1 YS "alled mONO-

‘ that belief in any other gods is false. This 18 ¢ e Rial
theism, which means belief in one God. Included 1 this bld
is the further one that God is the Creator of +the whole woI- GU.

:
:
|
g
:
}
|
[

'-""'"".-.'-‘“1 -

The third principle is that God has no body .
5 body He would not be God at all. God 1s & Spirit
. we frecently think of God as a kind of old man 1in
3 principle says that we must never imagine that He 18 rgallyt
i Jjike that. We have to use pictures when we think of Him bu
o we must not think of the picture as really describing God.

the sky this

I ._-'_-l

This means

The fourth principle is that God is eternal.
for ever

that God was not born, nor can He die, but He lives
and ever and has always lived.

Bl Ll S

g :

God
to

S

only pray to
Jews never pray
Jimself.

The fifth principle is that one should

; and not offer prayers to any other being.
: angels, for example, or to holy men, only %O God .

Bt s =

The sixth principle is that the words of the prophets are
the Bible

true, that the teachings of the prophets as found 1n
are sound teachings which men do well toO heed.

$ = The seventh principle is that Moses was the greatest of
| the prophets. Although, as we have seen, in Judaism the centre
4 of the stage is occupiled by the Jewish people, not any

4  particular great man, yet there have been great Jewish 1nd1iv-
of & ul The most import-
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If they do He will see to it that they are

Py - If they do not He will see to it that they are
gade B2DE " put this does not mean that a man should always .
piser? terms of reward. The Rabbis say that the good man :

tﬂumééngood simply because it is right so to do and he will
the rest to God.

1fth principle is that the lMessiah will come.

- the word means 'an anointed king) is a person who
Hossia® : God to lead all men to live far better lives
will be sent by Some Jews believe 1n

blish a new kind of society.
il 6o 9855 ent in the future by

ade

%
-
[

<

©
w0
4

T
The twe he

' an tual person to be s
think rather of the age of the lMessiah, 2 :
e %uture in which all men will

of a more perfect society 1in the ‘ Lt
know the truth. What is all means 1S tha
e eve that one day all the

o .
: sciently optimistic to beli
e e hatred and war and poverty

nings that make life so bitter - :
zndnio forth - will be banished from carth and all men will

know God.

| .The thirteenth principle
"his means that Judaism does not be
that is the end of him. The soul of man 1

published by Hulton Educational

i ] 3 4 4
is that the dead will Trise agal
lieve that when a man dies
jves for ever.

~ (From "The Way of the Jews",
|  tublications)

in 3owland Street
erent, but they all

so this guide
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bells give a happy sound when the scrolls arc taken Oub asoi?gy

arc at Sabbath and festival scrvices. There arc three SC?S

in the Ark. They arc all identical, the copying proc?ss £

very careful so as to cnsurc that the text remains Tho safhme

* but more than one is needed since it can be rather cumbereo
to wind on from on. readi=z to apothuw in the middle of the

SEYrvViCce. .

e i il s,
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THE SCROLL OF THE

On eitker side of the Ark is a MENORAH or seven'??ﬁﬂched
candlestick. This is a very old Jewish symbol, uscd 1u the
Temple over 2,000 years ago. Another Jewish symbol is the
6 pointed Star of David which appears in many places.

The Reading Deskig in from$ of the Ark. In some synagogues
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- anyone who is capable since Judaism does not single
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AYER BOOKS are in both Hebrew and Bnglish. Hebrew is
om right to left so the books open the opposite way
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. Christians will find many
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& amiliar. The service at
- half in Bnglish, so if

‘};;3i_it;is_in;the'midst_of,the-congrugation. The services are con-
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There arc vVarious ritual objects C <

fegtivals. ssk someone to show them to you.
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\sked About Jews and Judals®

SOme Cuestions QAL
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- o
; udaism means:
arise for me hat J -
Capn you sumn W e

] ] wsked th be
One of the leading Rabbls gi:uigk;hat the answer would

g - tanding
nearly 2,000 years ago, andtﬁit s HARDS serly whilst 8

%

4 % 'OI'I:'T asl{::.d ) tO OL'L d_o no :_L,
Shortntgt rubgzlan;wered: "That which 18 hat%g%éh' 5{1 the resv |
32 2§Ly0;%'neighbour. That is the whole of ’ ;

. ‘-t'ﬂ
is explanation. Now go and learn about 1
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into the book

K .
If we go further bac e o oy

£ind the answer given 1o,
humbly with God."

what is a Rabbi? = e
it |
The title Rabbi simply mcans teacher. -Oiig;guld vo 'Rabbi’
3 t; o man on the basis of his lecarnings Ldoctary -hoomaker
%lzeﬁould also carry out a job such as f?rmerécupation, it o
og tailor. Today it has become a full-time O

Rabbi also being the leader of the community. L
59 el sbsan 1

A Rabbi does not have a special rellglousrgzi;ttgnrtake
“*far-examgle a.Ghristian pian qoégiad%oig there have ?G?n.
yce without a Rabbi, indeed here 1D and yet the religlous

D saane ;. a Rabbl S Rabbi
. That the documenis are Wrlthod

Pwne bBecause of his learnming.
sl foods: is this so?

~md that Jews do not eat pork, Or
_meat at onc meal. The reasons
m, but many suggestions have
ds of prey are symbols of cruclty.
“f*@%mMF“fEég;laHSﬁconcernlﬂg
in this framework.
ignore them totally.
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a 8till use Hebrew in your services?

ore the
at the be=

it had been
igs used as

snis coestion was asked more frequently bel
langaage was revived as a spoken tongue

ag of this century. For nearly 2,000 years
S red only for prayer and study. Today in Israel it oy
L Bt N . ; 3 o L = SR & 2" . (}

she language 0f the country and it is rema rkable Bible

PO e o

Qﬁilirﬁﬂ @f S angd 4 ﬂ?ﬁﬁkihﬁ the language in which the
sne originally written.

I

| AR | | mains
2oat the praye e ebrow and it rema
Xoat of the prayers wera written in H 4t the world.

1311 today the common language of prayer througho

:ihw caft enter any synagogue anywhere in the world andtbieizéion
to participate in the service. Children learn HebrewHawever
school 80 that they too can understand the prayers. Ofeel

gince the language of our dally speoch 18 English Enany eafi
esecially in the reform movement, that we should also 8P

to God in Snglish, 8o some prayers are said in English.

Sow does Judaiss today differ from that which we read in the
Neow lTestament?
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has occasional 'explained services' when explanations are
given of what is happening. They are publicised in the local
press, and through various organisations. There are® two

| synagogues 1. Bradford. The Bradford Synagogue is_in Bowland
street, Bpradford 1 and is reform. The Bradford Hebrew Cong-—

ion is orthodox and is in Springhurst Road, Shipley. 108

nabbis of either Synagogue will be pleased to answer any que=

~tions you may have. You could also read some books about

Judaism. You might look at:

|  irhe Way of the Jews' by L. Jacobs, published by Hultca
pducational Publications.* It is very simple aimed primarily
at tecnagers but worth reading by all.

t1Bagic Judaism' by M. Steinberg, published by Harvest+ 1t
deals with beliefs rather than practices.

~ 1Judaism' by I. Epstein, published by Pelican.®* A fairly
b o detailed general survey of Judaism.

‘Guide 1o  the Jewish Holy Day' by H. Schauss, published by
Schocken.  This covers the festivals from many aspects.

s is My God' by H. Wonk, published by Collins™
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E. Bookshop, North Parade.
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