'LOSS TO BRADFORD
" TEXTILE INDUSTRY.

DEATH OF MR. SOLOMON
SELKA.

‘A REMARKABLE CAREER.

The death occurred last night at his
residence, Upper Syke, Clayton, of Mr.'
Solomon Selka, a promineny ember
of the wool textile industry.

' Mp. Selka was born i 1880 af;
i Butschowitz, in Moravia. Coming to
' England in his early twenties, he spent
{ & number of years in the service of a
Bradford shipping house, in which he:
ultimately rose 10 a position of,
responsibility and trust. :

In 1912 he becawme a mnaturalised:
Inglishman, and after the war he}
| formally renounced the Czecho- |
Slovakian nationality, In the mean- |
time he had anchored himself more :
firmly to his uew homeland by
|marrying an - English wife, thel
'idaughter of the late Dr. Vinter, then |
thead master of \oodhouse Grove
| School. !
i ENTERPRISE REWARDED.

It was in 1916 that Mr, Selka set up
lin business for himself, at first as a
| piece goods merchant. In a few years,
|by dint of enterprise and hard work,
he had firmly established himself both
in the home and export trade, and had
;laun.ched out intp spinning and
| manufacturing.
| He acquired successively the
bbusinesseg of Henry Briggs and Com-;
ipany, Limited, worsted spinners, of
‘Highgate Mills, Clayton Heights, and
| Cranbrook Mills, Norwood Green, and
i finally, in 1931, he acquired control of
JTames Drummond and Sons, Limited,
of Lumb Lane Mills, Bradford. !

His successful rehabilitation of this
extensive and old-established business,
‘Which during the period of severe
itrade depression had fallen into
'difficulties and was in danger of
‘extinction, was the crowning achieve-
i’ment of a remarkable career. The
plant at Lumb Lane Mills is one of the
largest worsted plants in Yorkshire,
Since it came under Mr., Selka's
direction it has given. practically
aninterrupted employment to over 300
workpeople.

The business established in his own
name had acquired too valuable a
good-will in the world’s markets to
allow its identity to be merged on his
taking over James Drummond and
Sons.. Limited, so he carried it on side
by side with the latter, transferring
‘the office and warehouse which had
formerly been located in Bond Street
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to the more roomy premises at Lumb':
Lane Mills, but still retaining the
looms he had at Norwood Green, as
well as the spinning plant of Henry
Briggs and Company, Limited,

CAPABLE LEADER. !
Mr, Selka’s rise was the more notable |
in that it was achieved in a time of
unparalleled industrial and economic {
difficulty. !
He was a just and a generous|
employer, and understood well how to ;
get the best out of his staff by himself |
setting an admirable ‘example of|
indusiry and efficiency. {
Proud of his Jewish race ang faith, !
Mr. Selka was one of the earliest|
supporters of the Zionist movement,
| founded by Dr. Hertz, and was always
a  generous contributor fo I wish!
causes—particularly in recent years to
the many appeals on behalf of Jews
expatriated from the countries of their
birth or adoption. He was a liberal
giver to charitable causes generally,
and there were few appeals that he
allowed to pass unheeded. i
He was not actively a politician and
resolutely refused membership of any
i party.
| Mr. Selka leaves a widow and five
‘sons, two of whom are already in the
i business, His eldest son, Mr, Joseph
| Arthur Selka, came of age three
i mounths ago.
| The funeral service will be held at
| Spring Gardens Synagogue, Bradford,
| to-day,
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TELEGRAPH AND; ARGU

MR. s SELKAfLEAVES‘
50,

SHARES FOR. AGENT

i

4 Mr Solomon ‘%elka of Upper lexe
Clayton, ‘Bradford; spinnér-and manu-
facturery . head: of James. Drurnmond
and Somns, Lid., Henry Briggs and Co,,
Lid.,, and Cranbrook  Mills,” Norwood
Green, near Halifax, left £119, 0497 {net
{ personalty '£103,021), on_ whicli - estate
duty ol £20,722 has beeR” paidi§ i
His’ beque%tx mduded £100 to: Thomas
Wiliam Smith; 1,000 Ordinary shares in
James. Drummond. and. Sons, Ltd.,, to
FAlbert Fishmatn, of Caire, for many years
his - travellef.: and agent, £700° to his
trustees. for disposal, in accordance  with
instructions  communicated to them; an
annuity of ‘£1,500' to his wifs during
widowhood 2nd mo long ae she maintains
ia home for his children, otherwise a life
lannuxty of £750, and the residue of the
%mpeny to his children attaining majority.
e desired his trustees to carry on the
‘businesses of Jamés Drummoénd and Sons,
Ltd.,, Bradford, and Bessrs. 8. Selka, at
;Norwood Green; and to’ wind-up or sell
?as a going concern the business of Henry
Bnggs and 00., Ltd a: Clayton Helght,s.
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'THE. YORI\SHIRE ¢ OBSERVER
EFRIDAY, 6 N

rSEf_KﬁA——On \oumbﬂr "th ‘af “anr
. Srk&¥- Clayton,: Bradford; o}omon, the
~beloved husband of Helen Selka; aged
. oo Service at the Synagegue, Spring
7 Gardens, Manningham -Lane Bradford,
« To-day (Friday) at 1.80 p.m., prior to

intfermeut” at - Scholemoor Cemetery
* (ower end), Bradford. This is the only
: ‘11.mnauou. [\o ﬁo\'\ers, by requeer.}
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SELKA.—Ou Thursday evening, the 5th
of November, 1936—Marcheshvan 21st,
5697, at ‘ Upper Syke,” C(Clayton,

f Dradford, “Solomon Selka, aged 56.

: Sadly missed by hiz wife Helen, and
his sons Joseph, Michael, David,
Raphaetand-Max.. ) s



 his. residence, = Upper - Syke,
;Claytong > last " night,o “of* Mr.!
Solomon . Selka,- a’ prominent
.member. of the wool {extile
mdusiry. b et
Mr,. Selka's illness began.about. a
vear agn, He spent most of the spring
-and summer of this year undergoing
ireaiment abroad, bpt it was not until
4 month ago tha{'the malady took g
Serious. YUPDS i 3, 5 sauy Lnii N 18
© Mr. Selka was. born. ip-. 183 at
Dutschowuz, {n Moravia, thep par of
the Austrian - Empire,;. but- now - in
Czecho-Slovakia,” Coming to England’
in . bis. early  twenties,: ha' spent..a
number of vears. in° the” service of a:
i3radford shipping house, in” which he
‘ultimately i rose - 10 - a- position * of
responsibility and trust,’ and where ha
‘kained the thorough knowledge of the
texttle ‘irade, and especially of - the
export. branch, which he was afier
wards to turp'to such good account, -
Id ‘1012—1wo years befors tl.e war-
be becames a naturalised Englishman,
and. after the war he . formally
renounced - the - Czecho- Slpvakian
nationality, which, by the law of that
country, he, had technically’ ~ecquired
as the result of the treaty of peace, In
the meantimne he had anchored himself
more: irmly to. his new homelangd by
Mmarrying - an:* English. wife,- the

ilaughter of the late Dr.. Vinter, then |

hesd. master of Woodhouse Grove
Schooli s tea i 008 -y g o
ENTERPRISE REWARDED,

It was in 1916 that Mr. Selka set up
in bus'ness for himself, at first as a
T'iece goods merchant. In 5 few years,
by dint of enterprise and hard ‘work,
be had Armly estaplished himself both
in the home and export trads, and had
iaunched "oput intn sninnine . snA

“,'E regrel 1o announca the.
_death,. which: occurred- at"

o "Phoio.-”_r ‘alfer Scott.

“Mr,: SOLOMON " SELKA .
He " acquired . successively - ths
busingsses of Henry Brggs and Com.
rany,” Limited, worgied spinners, of
Highgate Mills, Clayton Heights, and

54

.Cranbrook Mills, Norwood Green, and

finally, in 1831, "he acquired control of
James Drummond and.Sons, lLimited,
of Lumb Lane Mills, Bradford, .

Iis successful: rehabilitation of this
extensive and old-established business.
which during the period of. ssvare
trade depression  had fallen: into
dificulties and was in. danger of
extinction, was the crowning achieve-
ment of a remarkabls career, -. The
rlant at Lumb Lana Mills i3 one of tha
targest worsted plants in Yorkshire.
Stnee it came’ under” Mr, Selka's
direction it has giwen practjcally

5

unirgermpted” miployment {o over 800
workpeople, sl i 2 it A Las e

The business established in bhis own
name had acquired too- valvable a

good-will in the. world's:- markets 10,
allow its {dentity to be merged on his.

taking ' over . James Drummond. and
Sons, Limited, so he carried it on side
by side with- the latter, transferring
the office and - warehousa which ba

formerly been located in. Bond Street
to the more roomy premises at Lumb
Lang. Mills,; but “still - retaining - ths
looms he had at Norwood Green;” as
well as the- spinmng’xplant of  Henr

Briggs and. Company, I, '
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TRIBUTE TO LATE
MR. S. SELKA,

CROWDS LINE. ROUTE

- OF FUNERAL.

The esteern in which Mr. Solomon
Selka, of Upper Syke, Clayton, was

ueid  was  reilected ot the luneral
yesterday when crowds limed ihe
approachh to the " Spring Gardens

synagogue,  wherg the service was
Uﬁ’ﬁ e L 3 S gl

Oher MOUrNErs gaunﬂréd in crowds

on ihe roule. to Schoiemsoor Cenielery,
mme the service itself was ailended

by many of Mr. Selhas percoudl aml-’

pusipess friends, (i-
. Mry Selka, who ched on Thur:day.
was a prowinent figure in. the B West
Riding. textile. mduqr}«.
busiuess - for -
quull‘Ed successnely the - businesses

of Henry Briggs and Company, Lid.,

worsied - spipners; of Highgale Mills,

Claywon Heiglts, and Craubrook Ailis.

Norwood Green, and. finally, in. 143%,

control gf James Drummond and Sons, !

Ltd., of Lumb Lane Mills, Bradiord. >
Many members of the staff and work-
people of the firms with which. Mr.

Selka was associated were also prasem. :

at the funeral.

The service was conducted by the.

Jewish - ministers, the Rev., J. R.
Israeistam and the Rev; 1. Levine.

Mr. Israelstam said that Mr: Selka .
had ‘the gift of visualising his aims,’
and had the force of characler. to

surmount obstacles that \muld have
intimidated lesser men.

It had been said of nim fy business

rivals  that by a  particularly
courageous action a fetv years ago he
put new life into the city’s indusiry
when there was a slump not cnly in
trade but also in the seclf-confidence
of many engaged in trade.
All who kuew him spoke generously
about him and his scrupulous fairness.
The family mourners were Mrs. Selks (widowi,
Mr, Belka's five song, Jaoseph, Michael, ‘David,
Raphael, Mag,” snd Mr.  BMaurics L. Selka
{nephew); Reginald - thex and Mr, ' Con.
Gurtesn (brothers-ic-law), ~ %
Those representing Mr. ::elkas business ¢one
cerns included: James Drummond and Boms, Lid,
Mr. Norman Baxter (mansaging director), Mr. J.
gias  Drummond and  Mr. Albert Alty
‘directors}, Mr. Arcold Brazdshaw {London repre~
sentative), and Mr. Jefirey Appieton.

[

| 8. Selka, Lumb Lane Mills,—Mr, W. Harbutt,

I Mr. M. Levi, Mr. H. Mustill, Mr. A, W. Demaizne,
{ Mr. T. A. Oxtcby (manzger, Cranbroock Mills, Nose
i wood Green}), Mr. J. Coe. and Mr. B. Holdswortn.

¥ 'Persoral and b
" Messrs. L. H Miy

Stariing in:
himseif: " in. 1916, he.

S smanit s s il

11 and John Sharpe {(directors,
! Baime =nd Pritchard, Lid., Halilax), Rewland k.
. Whitley (Bulmer and Lumb, Lid., Bradiord, Thos.
| H. L, Coates, Herbert F. Bharp, Frask C. Forzyiha
{represeptivg Bir Henry Butclife Smith, B.D.A,,
Ltd.}, R. 8 Brailsford, BR. PF. liolt (Record Ué
and Grease Co., Ltd), T, W. irei ng (Henry Ayrton

‘and Cao., Ltd., Bradiord}, Alderman W. Hindle,

'H. R Kemp (W. K. Pollack, Ltd., Bradiord), Enc
Bastow and G-, Barker {Barker and Smith, Brad-

dord)e A Ludman, Arthur R. Bentley, A. Sharp |
and A, I Anp.‘.e}a'd {Laycock, Sonm at.d Co., Ltd:

Bradiord}, James Wainbouse {James Wainhouss,
and  Bom, . Cleckheatonl,. & 1
(Windeler = snd’ Co., 'Bradiord),« Carl: E.

ness {riends present,”incioded

Brayshaw «

Mellor, 8. P, Mellor, 2and C. R. M. Haigh (di rw'torﬁ,“"

B. Mellor and Sons, Ltd., Holmérth), O. Dobkson {0,
Dobson and Co., Ltd., Bi:kwshaw], F. W, Roberts,
D. Reddiough and M. H. Pickles {John Reddiongh,
Ltd., Bradiord), J. Taylor {director, James Tankarq,
Ltd., Bradiord), J. H, Robsrts (represeniing
Herbert  Roberts, Ltd.,. Keighley), Edwin Be:dl
(Robert Jowitt snd Son., Ltd., Bradiord), BE. R.
Mobbs (Robert Aked and Bons, Lid), Johm IL
Bates {Wakeficld), Ernest Bates {Thos, Ambler apd

Bons, Ltd., Ardsley}, 1. Hindle {represeuting Mr. -

Bertram Parkinsop, skeld Hall, - Arthington?,
William Fisbsr (hovnl Insarance Co., Ltd.f, B M.)]

Crowther (Wstson, 8cn and Smith, Bradierd}, Pd.ui‘v

e

Nathan, 8& Rayner {representing T. Howarth, junr.;* g

Lid., Bradiora), R. W, Wood {repressvting F. Al
Aykroyd and Co., Ltd), Sidrey E. Wertheimer

{representing W, Wertheimer), Lnther Shackieton, '+

J. Lester. {Vice-Copsul = for. Crzecho-Slovakia,
Bradiord), W. H. Watts (Houlder Broe., znd Co.

Bradiord),” Mr.- Merrall {representing Mr 8: W.Y
é and Broadhesd, Revell and Co,, Ltd., -

Broadhes
Bradiord}, M. Arensberg, A. P. Ellerbsck (marager,
Midland - Barky: Ltd.; Market S8treei, Bradiordl, .
H. W. Thompson {J. N. Cockrolt, Lid., B'a.afordi.
Alan SBowden (George Hattersiey and Sops., Lid.,
Keighley}, A. Maize!s,~ A. Butiterworih (E:nber.

| {Joseph Dawson, Cashmere Works, Bradferd!, ¥, W,

i Brearley, E, C. Conwny, D. F. Whalley {John Les'"’

Walker and Bons, Ltd.,. Huddersfield), Caivin

Edgar F. Hudson, 8. J. Nezthan, W, Knowles, S,
Frazer, G. Helliwell, J. R‘chardmn, H. Kelly
and A, Waltom

Rhodes,

clough,” M. Hopstler, M. Hannsm, Alderman T.-
Canby {T. Canby, Ltd, Hudderxﬁexd), C. Atkinson,

{J. L, Lumb (J. Lumb and Bops, Huddersfield),

" H 7. Goldechmidt (representing May and Hammel,

Ltd., and Mr. and Mrs. R. Hammelj.

Messrs. E. A. Andrews, W. K. Whitehead (repre.®

seniing Mr. William and Commander Whitehead),
8. Wilirid Aaty (Joseph Auty and Co., Lté,
Batley), B Yechona (Bradiord), K. L. Dickinson
{Longwood Finishing Company, Huddersield), S.
Jeroms, T. R. Renton, J. Herschel, H. Greenwood
| (representing William Wright, Henry Brizgs and
Co., Lid.). L. Jerome (Geo. Priestley and Bons,

Ltd.), L. M. Hickson, J. B. Harrop (Ilingworth, _

Morris and Co. and Mr. James Presion, dHarroe
gate), Brooks Pickard ({reprex:nting Mr. Henry
Ellison, Cleckbeaton}, O . Atiipson, M.~ Levin
i {representing the Hebrew Congregation), E. Brodie,
{R. C. Hcit, d. H. Thomas (Bradiord Cinderella

| Ciubl, A. B. Hardy {A. B. Hardy and Co., Ltd.}, .
’H, W Peel (Robinson and Peel, Ltd}, L. P.

| Leven, M. Birch (T. §. Tetley, Ltd,, and Mr. W. 8.
Teday]. Dr. and Mrs. Rose, Mr. Gordon Sagar,
I Mr. J. H. Roberts (Herbert Roberts, Bradlord), Mr.
{ J. Baijley, Mr. H. Sheppard, Mr. Wagenhemm, Dr.
| Bailey, Mr. and Mrs, R. Hamer, Mrs, Douglas
{ Drummond, Mrs, Norman Baxter, Dr. and Mrs,
iHamilmn. Mr. E. Holcroft (Elland Dyeing Co.,
| Ltd.), Mrs. lsraelstam. .

i  Mr. Stanley J. Rhodes (reprasenvmg Bradford
Rugby Umon Football Club). E

worth Yarns,” Ltd, Elland), A, C. Hammond '

Topham ({representing Mr. Douglas Hamilon), .
Henry Swarbniek (R. B. Dawson and Oo., Bradiord},

(Fernnd and Kelly, Ltd), Brad-"
tord), Miss E L. Kelly, J.-W. Bovd hrott and
radford}, F, 8. Abbott T Williams,
Ltd., Bradiord), Mr. and Mrs. J. Helliwell h
Bhackleton, J, W. Waterhonse, W. Auty (J. Aoty -
and Co., Ltd.. Bradford), hu Hyman. V. Whittam -
(Bhipley}, E. W. Lockwood {J. W, Holreyd and Co.) o
H. Savxgs. G. Fsalkeustein, T. Crabtree, W. Barrae

| G. K. Tres, A, Heidan, T. Morris {chairman, Brad- =
‘viord Jewish Institute}, W. G. Johnson, L. Morris, ~

A wnxlh o Dol 1GZr.



NOVEMBER 13, 1936

Mr. SOLOMON SELKA (Bradford) . . >

The death occurred last week, after a short illness, of Mr. Solomon
Selka, at the age of fifty-six. Born in Moravia, Mr. Selka went to
Bradford as a young man and engaged in the woollen and textile trade.
By dint of a dominating personality and capacity for hard work, he made.
remarkable headway until, in 1931, he acquired control of James Drum-’
yiond and Sons,” Ltd. (Lumb Lané Mills), Bradford, in addition to the
businesses of - Highgate Mills, Clayton Heights and Cranbrook Mills, ©
Norwood Green, . This placed the deceased among the foremost.leaders:
in the West Ridirig industry. Prior to the time when he became absorbed:
in his industrial undertakings he was communally active as Treasurer and:
as Hon. Secretary of the Bradford Hebrew Congregation, of which he was’
a generous friend.” - - ’

The funeral was attended by many representatives of textile firms'
and. some thousand workpecple, -among whom the deceased was much’

beloved. - Mr. Selka is survived by his widow and five sons. S B

"



. -GAPABLE, LEADER.: =i

Mr Selka 5 Fise was tha more notabla
hin that it was achieved in a time of
iunparalleled industrial and economic
Ddifficulty... He- possessed in a--lurge
lineasure most of tha gualitles thal
;make a capable leader and a successiul
‘pusiness man, Gifted with remarkable
>qu ckness of perception, the power 10
| muke rapid deecjsions and ta twanslate,
‘them = into umnedxate action, and}

inexhaustible energy. his cap&cxt} lor
fwork was prod*glous and theres were
few details , of - iz extensive "wusiness
'that he thought: tpo. small’ Ior bls
! personal superime‘ﬁdence. TR '
was -just” apd - a ’eneruu*
*Amplcyﬂr and understood vw:xl now to |
.get the best out of his staff by hmxsalr,
:setting admirable. exampie- ox'
wndustry &nd efficlency. i«

Proud of his Jewish race: a.nd tmth
Mr. Selka was one, of the earuest
supporters of the Zionist movement
founded by Dr, Hertz, and was always’
8 generous -contributor 1o ~ wish
causes—particularly in recent years 1o
the many appeals on behalf ‘of Jews
expatriated {rom the countries of their
birth or adoption. - He was a liberal
giver. to charitable causes vTenerally,
and there were few arpeals x‘mt he
allowed to pass unheeded, -

Ha was not actively a palitmian and
resolutely . refused ‘membership .of any
party, Willing to recognise the good
In all, he linked himself when a ~hoice:
was called  for with the one  that!
seemed to him most right at the time, |
This led him to support the first!
Labour Government, which he thought
feserved a fair trial, and ar‘erwards‘
ta' sida with the Natlonal Party, - 3

Mr. Selka leaves a widow ang five:
sons, two of whom sra already {n the'
h\XSH’)eaS His eldest son, Mr. Toseph
JArthur  Selka,. rame. of ; age threg,
months agg, - -
i~ The funeral s rvice Wil! be he.d at’
‘; Spring Gardem Synagogue, Bradierd, .
| t0- dav E :
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'MR. MAURICE
'SELKA DIES

| Mr. Maurice L. Selka, a for-

mer director of S. Selka, of
Lumb Lane, Bradford, worsted
cloth manufaeturers, has died
at his home, 78 Heaton Park
Drive, Bradford, aged 67.

Born in Czechoslovakia, he
came to Bradford at the age of
21 to join his uncle, Mr. Solo-
mon Selka, and became a natur-
alized British subject in the
early 1930’s.

Mr. Selka stayed with ‘the
firm for 44 yvears, retiring at the
age of 65. He travelled all over

 the world on behalf of his com-
'pany, and spoke fluent French
and German. A bachelor, he
'leaves a sister who lives in
Australia.

%tL‘\Q‘A ) H(w\-u« L

Obituary

Mr. Michael
Selka

Mr. Michael Selka, a direc-
tor of Stroud Riley Drum-
mond Ltd., of Bradford, has
died suddenly.

Mr. Selka was highly res-
pected by all the staff and |
employees of the firm and
indeed by the many who knew
him in the weol textile trade,
in which he had been so
involved for almost all his :
life. .

He was a member of the
board of the former Bradforq |
and District Manufacturers’ |
Federation and the general |
council of the recently formeq i
Wool Textile Manufacturers l

Federation.
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Schoolgirl Alexandra Selka is fol-
lowing in the Toofsteps of an illustri-
ous ancestor. :

The 11-year-old has been made
head girl at Bronte House, the
junior arm of Woodhouse Grove
School at Apperley Bridge,
Bradford.

And history has come full circle, as
Alexandra’s great great grandfa-
ther was head teacher of
Woodhouse Grove for more than 30
years at the turn of the last century.
Dr Vinter, whose portrait is on show
at the independent school, was a
key influence on its development
during his years in charge from
1883 to 1914.

Alexandra, pictured under the por-
trait of her ancestor, takes on the
role of head girl in recognition of
her excellent academic achieve-
ments and contribution to school
life.

Headteacher Chris Hall, said:
“Alexandra is a talented girl who
works hard and is someone who
doesn’t think twice about getting
involved in the many activities in
school — whether it’s on the sports
field, in music, in the drama club,
the senior choir or in the classroom.
“We’re a modern school, but we
also place great value on tradition
and history, and we’re delighted the
family’s connection continues.”
Alex joined the nursery and early
years department, Ashdown Lodge,
as a three-year-old and from there
progressed to Bronte House.







